
Wildlife in the Basement 

Situation: There is a wild animal in your basement. 

Why This Happens: 

• In most cases, wild birds or mammals (other than mice) find their way into
a basement by accident. For information about how to humanely deal with
mice in your house, click here.

• The species most often encountered in basements in our area are Gray
Squirrels, Eastern Chipmunks, House Sparrows, and European Starlings.

• They may come in through the chimney, furnace system, dryer vent, a
broken door or window, or a door or window that has been left open.

• Most animals will leave your basement on their own if you give them a
way out.

FAQs & Humane Solutions: 

"I found a wild animal in my basement. How do I get the animal to leave?" 

• Most animals will try to get out of your basement by exiting towards the

light coming through windows or doors during daylight hours. Therefore, we 
recommend turning off the lights in the basement and opening as many
windows as possible. Any windows(s) that won't open or you don't want to
open for security reasons should be covered with closed draperies or blinds,
cardboard, or a blanket or towels so that the animal is not attracted to light
coming in the closed window or door.

• If there is a doorway to the outside at the top of the basement stairs, you
may also want to open this door. But before doing so, close any doors
between rooms upstairs to keep the animal from making a wrong turn
and ending up elsewhere in your home.
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We recommend that chimney cap(s) be installed to keep wildlife 
out of chimneys and fireplaces. A chimney cap is a wire mesh 
and sheet metal cover that fits over the top of the chimney 
pipes outside of your home. Please see our page on this topic, 
click here. 

• Once in the chimney an animal may get into the basement through a loose 
clean-out door at the base of the chimney. In older homes, these are often 
rusted and the mortar and bricks around them may be crumbling.

• Wildlife can also enter the basement through the clothes dryer 

vent. A dryer vent guard to keep wildlife out is inexpensive and 
usually easy to install. Once installed, check the guard regularly to 
clear away any dryer lint that may accumulate.

• Broken basement windows or basement windows that don't latch 
securely are another way that wildlife may be able to enter your 
basement. Repair any broken windows and inspect window latches to 
make sure they latch securely.

"There is an animal in my dryer vent pipe. How do I get him out?" 

Chipmunks and other small rodents occasionally get trapped in the pipe 
running from your dryer to the outside of your home. If this is the case, you 
have two options: 

• Disconnect the vent pipe from the back of the dryer. In most cases, the

chipmunk should be able to exit the vent pipe into the basement

(minimize noise and keep pets and people out of the basement so the
chipmunk will not be too afraid to come out). Once the animal has exited
the pipe or the dryer, you will need to either give it a way out of the
basement, or live-trap it and release it outdoors (see the techniques we
described above for removing an animal from your basement).

• Disconnect the outdoor-end of the vent pipe and stuff the opening of the
pipe with a towel or firmly-crumpled ball of newspaper. Then disconnect
the pipe from the back of the dryer and stuff that end with a towel
or newspaper as well. Carry the entire ventilation pipe outside and
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remove the plugs from each end. The chipmunk should run out of the 
tube. Then take the tube back indoors and reconnect it to the dryer and the 

exterior vent. (Note: There is a chance that the animal may be in the dryer 

itself and not in the tube. In that case, proceed with the method described in

the paragraph above.) 

Once the animal is out of the vent pipe, install a dryer vent guard (see photo 
at right) to prevent this from happening again. :;: 
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The Wisconsin Humane Society is a charitable organization that depends entirely on donations to fulfill 
its mission to create a community that values animals and treats them with respect and kindness. Your 
support for the WHS Wildlife Rehabilitation Center makes possible the distribution of information 
like this to thousands of people who request it each year, and makes possible the humane care 
of over 5,000 injured, sick, and orphaned wild animals from our community each year. You may 
donate online or by mailing a check to the following address: 

WHS Wildlife Center, 4500 W. Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53208. 
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